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Special Dates in January 
New Year’s Day, 1/1/22 
Epiphany, 1/6/22 
Baptism of the Lord, 1/19/22 
Religious Freedom Day, 1/16/22 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 1/17/22 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
 1/18-25/22 
 

December 2021 

HILITES 
Newsletter Deadline 12/20 

Church Council 12/21 

Christmas Eve Worship 5p,7p,9p 

Christmas Day 12/25 

Office Closed 12/25, 27 

New Years’ Eve/Office Closed 12/31 

 

Join us for in-person worship 
Masks required! 
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Sandy Hughes 702 641-8515 
Dick Moyer 702 610-9097 
Karen Pettit 702-417-4607 
Thaddeus Nance Youth Rep 
Kris Bechtold Recording Secretary 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor/Layout: 

Jackie Hopkey – 702 255-9042 
E-Mail: jackolynh@aol.com 
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Angels Corner 
We are all angels with 
only one wing. We can 

only fly while embracing each other. 
—Luciano de Crescenzo 

Thanks… 
… to our hard-working Property 
Team—Eric Morrison and Eric Olsen 
for cleaning up and replacing the rocks 
on the patio… 

… to everyone who brought candy and 
small gifts for the children at Safe Nest 
and to JoAnn Nance, Ruth Ann 
Isaacs and Sally Magnuson for 
stuffing the 20 Halloween bags, and to 
Pastor Jeremy for delivering them… 

… to Jeremy Majors from New Leaf 
Community for sharing how they help 
the homeless ♥… 

… to our “For Our Neighbors” team: 
Marcee Shafer, Jim & Patti Cassidy, 
for our November event – and many, 
many thanks to all who donated 
items… 

… to Jill Chenicek for coordinating 
our November Open Air Market; and 
to all who worked this event… 

… to Charlie & Norma Kesling for 
counting offerings in November… 

… to Stuart Beck for stepping in as 
Video Tech when Michele Anderson-
Beck was not available Sunday 
mornings… 

… to ALL who have turned in their 
Commitment Card… 

…to everyone who donated items for 
the Thanksgiving baskets for 11 
families, providing them with a 
Thanksgiving feast and lots of extra 
food. 

IT TAKES MANY HANDS 
WORKING TOGETHER TO DO 

GOD’S WORK. 
 

 

 
 

Bill Foreman 12/6 
Bob Nance 12/6 
Darren Cleveland 12/7 
Rebecca Cleveland 12/7 
Debbie Metzger 12/9 
Patti Cassidy 12/10 
Carol Spitzer-Hanisch 12/10 
Jill Chenicek 12/11 
Steve Saterlie 12/11 
Randy Sims 12/14 
Naomi Nausin 12/15 
Andy Russo 12/15 
Terry Winkel 12/17 
Mary Kay Lein 12/19 
MiKayla Bell 12/20 
Don Cleveland 12/22 
Charisma Hayden 12/22 
Carol Foreman 12/24 
Merna Mobley 12/26 
Carol Townsend 12/26 
Lori Bruley 12/28 
Dan Mayer 12/29 

 
Mike & Gwen Jolls 12/5/87 
Rich & Linda Cohn 12/5/98 
Ray & Devra Betts 12/9/72 
Jim & Judy Caison 12/9/75 
Bill & Carol Foreman 12/15/12 
Mike & Penni Alexander 12/18/89 
Stan & Mirium Tsui 12/22/84 

 

Dove Tales, Birthday & Anniversaries 
 

A Grateful Pastor 
October has been a special month in my life, because it is my birthday month.  However, having my first congregation actually 
recognize Pastor Appreciation month during October, has made it extra special.  I wanted to take a moment to thank everyone 
who sent gifts, cards, prayers and well wishes to me on my birthday and for Pastor Appreciation month.  I am incredibly grateful 
for each of you, and for the way this congregation lives out a generous heart into the community and our church.  As we have 
been centering our church around the call to Build on a Culture of Generosity, I am grateful to be a part of a generous church.  I 
know these past couple years have been difficult, but I am continuing thankful for the opportunity to be a part of this community 
of faith, and to walk alongside you in this life.  Thank you so much for the countless ways you bless my family and myself.  We 
love each of you. 
 -Pastor Jeremy, Erin, The Kids. 
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Pastor Jeremy 

 
 

Expectation in 
Waiting 

“Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
‘Who is this that darkens counsel by words without 
knowledge?... 
…I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
Where were you when I laid the foundation of the  
 earth? 
 Tell me, if you have understanding. 
Who determined its measurements—surely you  
 know! 
 Or who stretched the line upon it? 
On what were its bases sunk, 
 or who laid its cornerstone 
when the morning stars sang together 
 and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy?’” 

Job 38:1-7 

n my almost two decades of ministry, I have heard 
and engaged in numerous conversations where 
the church has had to answer to questions of 

what people expect of their church, and 
conversations as to what specifically is expected of a 
minister in God’s Church.  At times each of us can 
be tempted to live in relationship with the church 
where we expect the church to do something for us; 
we have expectations that the church operates in a 
way that is familiar to us and approved by our ideas 
of what church should be.  And the bottom line is 
that the church should be trying to engage with the 
congregation and the world it lives in as part of its’ 
calling to live out the faith of Jesus.  However, 
sometimes I wonder what are God’s expectations of 
us?  And what are God’s expectations of us as a 

church? 

This Advent Season, we 
will provide four 
Devotional Videos that 
will provide an 
opportunity for us to 
reflect on Christmas and 

the Gift of Jesus Christ in a different way.  This year, 
just like the Wisemen from the East, I am 
challenging us to spend the four weeks of Advent 

thinking of what gifts we are gathering as a church 
and a congregation, to lay at the manger this year.  
To dare to think about what God might be expecting 
of us as a church in this season of life and history, 
and to discuss/wrestle/ wonder with how we are 
willing to give of our lives to live out a faithful identity 
of Followers of Jesus Christ in our world and 
neighborhoods. 

Each of the four Advent videos will invite you to a 
dual level of faithful reflection.   
1. Each of us individually will be invited to grow in 

our understanding of our faith and relationship 
with God’s Holy Spirit through holding our faith in 
a way that asks what God would want from us.   

2. We are inviting you to engage these videos 
within a small group, and congregation as a 
whole, as well.  If you do not have a small group 
already, or would like to be assigned to a small 
group, please let us know.  We will get groups 
together before the first week of Advent. If you 
have a small group you have met with in the 
past, and would like to rekindle those meetings, 
this is a great time and opportunity to do so.  If 
it’s too difficult to meet with a small group, we 
ask that each of us this Advent season, take 
some time to consider who We are, and what 
God might be calling us to be for the season in 
front of us.   

The wisdom of the Book of Job reminds us that there 
are times where God comes back to us, and asks us 
to analyze ourselves.  As God asks of us, “Who are 
you?”  God asks us to 
attest to how we are 
working in and for 
God’s Kingdom.  This 
Advent, may our 
identity at “Church”, 
and our willingness to 
align ourselves with 
God’s Holy Spirit, be 
the gift we lay before the Newborn King.   
 

 

 

 

 

I
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Council President 
 

 
 
Matthew 1: 18-25 
“18Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
happened this way. While his 
mother Mary was engaged to 
Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be 
pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 
19Because Joseph, her husband to 

be, was a righteous man, and 
because he did not want to disgrace her, he intended to 
divorce her privately  .20When he had contemplated this, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, because the child conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit .21 She will give birth to a son and you will 
name him Jesus, because he will save his people from 
their sins. ”22This all happened 
so that what was spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet would 
be fulfilled :23“Look! The virgin 
will conceive and bear a son, 
and they will call him 
Emmanuel,” which means 
“God with us.” 24When Joseph 
awoke from sleep he did what 
the angel of the Lord told him. 
He took his wife ,25but did not 
have marital relations with her 
until she gave birth to a son, 
whom he named Jesus.” 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ!  This is the greeting the Apostle Paul gives 
to his brothers and sisters in 1 Corinthians.  It is a fitting 
greeting to our Holy Spirit worship family as we enter 
Advent, the beginning of the 2022 liturgical year.  The 
first Sunday of Advent is four weekends prior to 
Christmas.  This year, the first Sunday of Advent is 
November 28. 

The term Advent is derived from the Latin word adventus 
meaning “coming; arrival”.  The term actually has two 
meanings in the Bible.  The first meaning is the coming of 
the Messiah.  The term Advent is also used in the Bible to 
refer to the second coming of Christ. 

The season of Advent is a joyous time for Christians as 
we prepare ourselves for Christmas.  That means 
shopping, putting up decorations, baking, wrapping gifts, 
and celebrating the season with family and friends.  It is 
also a beautiful time of year that encourages us to be more 
intentional for placing the needs of others ahead of our 
own.  There are a multitude of opportunities to give to 
those in need.  We will be offering the Angel Tree again 
this year.  You can also give to Nevada Partnership for 
Homeless Youth, Friends of Neighbors (our homeless 

outreach), LSSN, and the ELCA hunger appeal, to name a 
few. 

One of the most difficult challenges during this time of 
year is to block out the pressure of all the expectation 
others put on us and the pressures we put on ourselves to 
allow us to reflect and prepare for the coming of the 
Christ child, Emmanuel. 

Try to set aside time each day to quiet our hearts and 
minds and focus on what is really important.  Devotion 
booklets are always available in the church narthex.  
There is also a wonderful free Bible app called 
YouVersion that offers daily devotions for the Christmas 
season and throughout the year.  You can also use their 
website at Bible.com. 

This can be a lonely time for those grieving the loss of 
loved ones or those estranged from family and friends.  
Please keep those struggling this time of year in your 
prayers. 

May you find peace and happiness during this beautiful 
season of boundless hope and throughout the year. 

Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The example of Mary 
“We must look to Mary’s example to know how to 
deal with the glorious impossibilities of God,” writes 
Calvin Miller in The Christ of Christmas. “Look how 
she turned the world upside down by making one 
simple statement.”  

Jesus surely could have come to 
earth without Mary’s aid. But God 
seems to prefer partnering with 
people to accomplish miracles such 
as salvation and healing. So God 
chooses Mary to carry the Savior. 
Later, Jesus often declares people’s 
own faith crucial to their healing. 
And today, God works justice 
through us, not apart from us. 

God doesn’t force us into collaboration. Yet, notes 
Miller, “God needs only a little of our agreement in 
order to work mighty wonders.” Like Mary’s humble 
assent: “I am the Lord’s servant. … May your word 
to me be fulfilled” (Luke 1:38, NIV). And like yours — 
for whatever partnership God invites you into. God 
will do the heavy lifting, for certain, but he hopes 
you’ll say yes. 

 

Mark Myers 
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CONFIRMATION 
Each year as our confirmation class affirms their baptism through the Rite of Confirmation, it is a practice for the parents/guardians 

to write a dedication to their child.  Confirmation/Affirmation of Baptism occurred October 31, 2021. 

JAYLA BOWENS 

Dear Jayla; Hey Pretty 
Girl! I want to let you 
know that I love 
watching the person 
that you are becoming 
and I am so proud to be 
the one you call mom. 
You are a young lady 
of principles; you are 
not easily influenced by 
your peers; you always 
try to make the right 
decisions and you are 
very considerate of 
others. You express sincere gratitude, even for the 
smallest things such as a meal (you always say, “Thank 
you, ma”, whenever I cook) and for that I say, “Thank 
You”! Jayla, as you take this next step towards 
adulthood, I pray that the spirit of God continues to rest 
upon you and guide you throughout your next chapter. I 
pray that you hold onto your faith no matter what may 
come your way. Congratulations on accepting your 
confirmation Jayla. I love you so much.    

Love Always, MOM (Ann Bell) 

LEILANI HANISCH 

Dear Leilani, the first time I 
met you, at your 
grandmother’s, I knew you 
were a blessing. You are 
and always will be a 
blessing to me. I have 
witnessed your compassion, 
respect and love. I have    
witnessed your abilities to 
see life as a good thing. I try 
to say it every day, work 
hard and be kind.  

I love you.  Tutu  
(Carol Spitzer-Hanisch) 

 

 

MAKAYLA POWELL 

Kayla, I love you and I 
am so proud of the strong, 
beautiful, intelligent lady 
you have become. You 
are an amazing daughter 
and you have been a 
wonderful sister to your 
brothers. Remember to 
always put God first in 
your life. I will always be 
there for you. You can 
always depend on me. 
You are more than just a 
daughter to me. You are 
my best friend. 

Love you, Mom (Nicole Powell) 

Congratulations Makayla on your confirmation. I pray 
for you as you continue on this journey. I’m so proud of 
you and I love you, my beautiful and lovely daughter.  

Love, Father (Tyrone Powell) 

JULIUS QUARNSTROM 

Julius, you came into my 
life like a tornado; you were 
a whirlwind of activity and 
trouble! I never thought you 
would slow down long 
enough to even learn how to 
read.  Today, you are never 
without a book. You love 
church, learning and 
debating topics; you have 
become an extremely 
intelligent, kind, respectful 
and social soul. I pray, 
Julius, throughout your life, 

you will make all your choices through prayer; so that 
they are made humbly and in the right direction. I am so    
excited to see where your life adventure takes you. I love 
you, my beautiful young man, dearly!  

Mom (Robin Quarnstrom) 
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Welcome New Members! 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church extends a very warm welcome to the following new members 
who were received into membership the weekend of November 13/14, 2021. 

JAMES “JIM” CANADA 

 
 
Jim was invited to Holy 
Spirit by Paula and Ballen 
Perez. He has been 
attending for several years. 

 

 

 

HANS & KERRI DETTLING 

 

Hans, originally 
from Germany, 
and Kerri, 
originally from 
Aruba, found us 
through the 
ELCA web site. 

 

 

MARK GANNET 

 
 
Mark started attending 
during our parking lot 
worship. His son is 
married to Will and 
Janice Demaree’s 
daughter, Lindsey. 
 

 

 

PATTI GRANGE-SCHILL 

 

Patti worshiped at Holy 
Spirit with her in-laws, 
Gene and Alma 
Suckow, many years 
ago. She’s back! 

 
 
 
 

MEG GRIFFIN 

 

 

Meg is our custodian’s 
mother-in-law, she is 
Bethany’s mother, and 
Timmy’s grandmother. 

 

 

 

ANNETTE GUSTIN & ZOLA 

 

Annette and her comfort 
dog, Zola, is attending 
with her mom, Sheri 
Moehling. Soon there will 
be four generations living 
in their home as Annette 
will be a grandmother. 
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SHERI MOEHLING 

 

Sheri and her daughter, 
Annette, have been 
involved in churches before. 
Sheri feels Holy Spirit is for 
her—where she can be 
herself. 

 

 

BALINDA PEARCE 

 

Balinda is rejoining Holy 
Spirit. Two of her three 
children were baptized here. 
Welcome back!  

  

 

 

THOMAS & DOROTHY SAVOLA 

 

Thomas and 
Dorothy were 
married at Holy 
Spirit on March 20, 
2020—the weekend 
the COVID-19 
pandemic hit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCEE SHAFER 

 

We are happy Marcee 
found us—she has been a 
welcome addition and part 
of our community group, 
“Sharing with our 
neighbors”! 

 
 

 

MARIA SMITH 

 

Maria is originally from 
Germany! She was 
looking for an ELCA 
church and found us! 
And we are happy! 

  

 

 

MADDIE & BETHANY THOMPSON 
& TIMMY 

Maddie is our 
custodian, 
Bethany is her 
wife and 
Timmy, their 
son. Soon 
Timmy will 
have a baby 
brother! 
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Children’s Ministry 
 

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults 
through Christian Education and Fellowship. 

 

 
ishing all my Holy Spirit 
family a blessed Advent season 
and beautiful Christmas as we 

celebrate the birth of our Savior!  
What amazing love our God has 
shown us, sending His Son to show us 
the way to live and save us from our 
sins. 

The Sunday School children and 
youth are looking forward to 
Christmas Eve when they will present 
the play, “Santa Tells the Story of 
Jesus” during the 5:00pm Christmas 
Eve Family Service.  

 
Thank you to Judi Hempel for 

directing our production, and all the 
adult helpers, children and youth who 
will bring the play to fruition on 
Christmas Eve!  Thank you to parents 
and grandparents who helped the 
children and youth learn their parts to 
be ready to perform.  Hope to see 
many of you at the 5:00pm service 
Christmas Eve as I’m sure you will 
enjoy this story and the children and 
youth presenting it. 

 
Merry 

Christmas! 

Gwen Jolls 

Jolls.gwen@yahoo.com 
702-496-9463 

 

 
Congratulations to the following 

Sunday School students with Perfect 
Attendance for the month of  

October 2021: 
3rd-5th Grade 
Zakia Clark 
Zania Smith 

 

From “The Stable of Bethlehem” 

’Twas not a palace proud and fair  
 He chose for His first home; 
No dazzling pile of grandeur rare,  
 with pillar’d hall and dome; 
Oh no! a stable, rude and poor,  
 received Him at His birth; 
And thus was born, unknown, obscure,  
 the Lord of heaven and earth. … 
Come to your Savior’s lowly bed,  
ye vain and proud of heart! 
And learn with bowed and humbled head  
the lesson ’twill impart; 
’Twill teach you not to prize too high  
the riches vain of earth — 
But to lay up in God’s bright sky  
treasures of truer worth. 

—Rosanna Leprohon (1829-1879) 

Savoring simplicity 

Clare of Assisi, who lived in the 1200s, founded the 
Poor Clares, a community of simplicity and service. “O 
holy poverty,” she wrote, “to those who possess and 
desire you, God promises the kingdom of heaven and 
offers … blessed life!”  

These ancient words 
still ring true. We can’t 
serve both God and money, 
says Jesus, adding that it’s 
a matter of the heart. But 
before selling your house, 
consider small steps for 
embracing simplicity and 
blessing: Trade an 
afternoon of shopping for 
coffee with a friend who’s 
struggling. For guests, 
prepare a pot of chili 
rather than a multicourse 
meal. Donate good-quality 
items you’re not using. 

Living simply is challenging, especially at the 
holidays, but the rewards are simply amazing. “The 
challenge of simplicity is a magnet to the human spirit,” 
writes Dale Evans Rogers. “Much of the beauty of 
Christmas lies in its challenge to look further, 
deeper, until we find its secret in the heart 
of God.” 

W

THERE WILL BE NO 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

DECEMBER 26, 2021 
AND 

JANUARY 2, 2022 
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Small Groups 
 

 

Woman to Woman 

The Women of Advent 

his month the Gather Bible 
Study written by The Rev. 
Lindsay Harden Smith suggests 

engaging with a different woman of 
the Bible each week of Advent.  These 
four women are: Hannah, Mary, 
Elizabeth and Anna.  Each of them has 
something to teach us.  If you can, use 
one or two different translations to 
glean a deeper meaning of the 
passages. 

If you receive this newsletter 
before November 28, begin with 
Hannah.  Read 1 Samuel, chapters 1 
and 2.  Our author suggests reading 
from The Message translation by 
Eugene Peterson for its more 
contemporary language.  In chapter 1, 
verse 15, Hannah describes herself as 
“a woman sorely troubled” in the 
Revised Standard Version.  Peterson 
uses “a woman hard used.”  In these 
times many of us can identify 
ourselves with that term.  

In her distress, Hannah bargains 
with God.  She does become pregnant 
and promises that she will dedicate her 
baby to God.  The baby, Samuel, 
grows up to be important in Jesus’ 
ancestry.  Samuel anoints King David.  
The author asks us to contemplate, 
“Did you ever bargain with God?  
What was the outcome?”  What we 
can learn from Hannah is to pray 

passionately and not be afraid of the 
outcome. 

The week of December 5, read 
Luke chapters 1 and 2 using the New 

Revised Standard 
Version for the 
story of Mary’s 
encounter with the 
Angel Gabriel.  
As you read this 
familiar story, 
consider how a 
young teenage girl 
is reacting and 

how a teenager of today would react?  
Could Mary have said “NO” to God?  
Did she realize what saying “YES” 
would cost her? 

Look at Hannah’s song of praise 
(1 Samuel 1:26-28) and compare it to 
Mary’s song, called the Magnificat 
(Luke 1:46-55).  How are they 
similar/different?  How are they both 
bold, revolutionary expressions of 
faith?  What can we learn from Mary 
that is new? 

We turn to 
Mary’s cousin 
Elizabeth for our 
third week of 
Advent.  Again, 
our author 
recommends The 
Message for 
Luke 1:8-25, 39-66.  I have always 
liked the contrast of these two 
pregnant women, one old and one very 
young, sharing this special time 
together.  The Bible doesn’t tell us 
why Mary wasn’t in Nazareth for those 
early days of her pregnancy which 
leaves us the chance to speculate many 
scenarios.  Did the meeting bring joy?  

It was after Mary arrived at Elizabeth’s 
home that she sang her Magnificat.  
From Elizabeth, we can learn that 
keeping our faith despite years of 
disappointments can eventually bring 
joy. 

Don’t let the last week of Advent 
become so overwhelming that you 
can’t take a break to read Luke 2:22-
40 for the story of Anna, using The 
Message and the NSRV.  Anna may be 
the happiest and most unappreciated 
woman prophet in the New Testament. 
Scholars differ in her age—84 or 105. 
She had lived in the Temple for 84 
years, praying and blessing the 
children who were brought to the 
Temple for dedication after birth (40 
days for boys and 80 days for girls). 

Anna had a singular vocation — 
waiting for the Messiah.  She knew 
that day had come when she saw Jesus 
and she gave thanks to God.  I had a 
hard time thinking about an old 
woman living inside a church building 
that long until I visited the site of the 
Temple in Jerusalem.  It is a huge 
square and would have had many 
courtyards and 
buildings.   

From Anna, we 
can learn that God 
might call us to a 
new path or 
vocation at any age 
and is always 
faithful! 

Happy Advent, 

Judi Hempel 
702-586-1547 

storygirl1808@aol.com 

 

 

Joy amid suffering 

Only Matthew records the holy 
family’s “flight into Egypt,” linking 
Advent with Lent and Christmas with 
Good Friday. In an article titled “Joy 
to the World/Pain in the World,” 
James I. Cook expresses gratitude that 
Matthew documents the slaughter of 
the innocents: “I turn to it again and 
again, when someone I know loses a 
loved one at the height of the 

Christmas season. It helps me — and I 
hope it helps them — to remember that 
theirs are not the first tears to fall on 
Christmas; to recall that there has 
never been a Christmas of pure peace 
and happiness; [to recognize] that ‘joy 
to the world’ has always been sung to 
the accompaniment of much ‘pain in 
the world.’” 

—adapted from Homiletics 
  

T



December 2021 10 ‘That’s the Spirit” 

Prayers of the Church & Finances

 
Eternal God, you 
hold firm amid the 
changes of this 
world. Hear us now 

as we pray for the church, the world, 
and everyone in need.  

God, you sent your Son Jesus to testify 
to the truth. We pray for preachers, 
missionaries, evangelists and teachers 
who carry your forgiveness and love to 
the world. Fill their words and actions 
with compassion and kindness so that 
your truth will shine.  

God, you sent your Son Jesus to 
liberate all of creation. We pray for all 
living things longing for the freedom to 
flourish from ancient trees and wild 
grasses to endangered animals and rare 
insects. Give human beings 
compassionate hearts to care for them.   

God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us 
into the way of peace. Direct the 
members of international alliances in 
choosing a nonviolent path toward the 
future. Give them the humility and 
wisdom to make just decisions to 
benefit all.  

God, you sent your Son Jesus to rule in 
all times and places. We pray for the 
friends of our congregation who are 
unable to join our worship in person 
and for all who are sick and suffering, 
especially: Zoel Bastarache; Tim 

Beasley; Janet 
Burton; Paul 
Campbell; Marcia 
Chapman; Bill 
Foreman; Helen 
Geraci; Dwight 
Hempel; Robin 
Holman; Olivia 
Hopkey; Ruth 
Ann Isaacs; Rena 
Jordan; Charlie & Norma Kesling; 
Sue Mayer; Eric Morrison; Bob 
Nance; Keith & Bev Quirk; Carol 
Rinta; Ray & Corey Schaefges; Mary 
Torstenson; Carol Townsend; Nancy 
Wier, and all affected by COVID 19, 
those living with PTSD or any other 
mental health concerns, and all who are 
on our Holy Spirit Prayer Chain. 

We also pray for: Cathy Adams’ 
family, Chris (grandson), Zoey and 
Stella (great-granddaughters), and 
friend Danyelle; Kevin Kettel’s 
mother, Deborah; Dick Moyer’s 104-
year-old, past POW friend, Vince 
Shank; Paula Perez’s son, Jason; 
Lolita Stapleton’s brother, Milton; for 
Michele Stephenson’s daughter in law, 
Kelly; and Janet Zak’s grandson, 
Brandon.  

Providing One, we give you thanks for 
watching over those who grieve. Wrap 
your arms around Caroline Cameron 
as she mourns the passing of her 

husband, Roy; and Kevin Deleeuw as 
he mourns the passing of his 
grandfather, Chris.  

God our hope and strength, we entrust 
to you all for whom we pray. Remain 
with us always, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior.  Amen. 

 
 

Remember to reach out 

For many people, the holidays 
bring sorrow, grief and stress. If you’re 
hurting, turn to Jesus and His power. 
Learn from the woman who, desperate 
to be healed, reached out to touch the 
edge of Jesus’ robe and was 
immediately cured. 

Sometimes we think our healing 
process will be so exhaustive that we 
hesitate to take the first step. Or we 
doubt that Jesus still performs miracles. 
Amid your pain, have you reached out? 
Have you dared to 
touch Jesus’ robe? 
He is there, waiting 
to say: “Your faith 
has healed you. Go 
in peace and be 
freed from your 
suffering” (Mark 
5:34, NIV). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 *Includes forgiven PPP loan of $39,017 

FINANCIAL STANDINGS October 2021 Year-t0-date 

Ministry Program/Debt Building Income $  35,648.23 $ 364,977.26* 
 

Ministry Program/Debt Building Expenses $  36,900.46 $ 331,244.20 

Difference $  - 1,252.23 $   33,733.06 
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Community Outreach

 

 
 group from Nevadans for the Common Good met on 
Sunday, November 7, 2021, to learn more about the 
eviction process.  Needless to say, it is very complicated 

to understand and navigate!   
The unemployment rate in Las Vegas in April 2020 was 

33.3%; and though that has now gone into the single digits, 
many are still recovering from the effects of the pandemic.  
Some were able to pay their mortgages during this time, 
however, often drained their savings to do so!  The monies 
that did come through disproportionately helped those who 
weren’t already struggling. 

Accessing funds depends on where you live, and often 
requires referrals to obtain.  Currently, the only Community 
Navigation that exists is for those who have already been 
evicted!  You can go to: CHAP.clarkcountynv.gov to learn 
more about the process. 

The goals of Nevadans for the Common Good are to 
better understand what is working and not working with the 
system such as it is.  We want to help people know the 

resources exist, and how to locate the RIGHT service.  We 
want to advocate for a better system that serves PEOPLE first! 

To this end, we are organizing in geographical groups, 
building on already existing relationships within each 
institution.  We are going to be asking people if they are 
willing to have conversations with us about what issues they 
are dealing with or have concerns about.  Once we gather this 
information, and share it among our group 
(West), we will come up with some 
strategies to address the issues; and contact 
local officials, setting up City and 
Commission meetings.  Sandy, Judi, and 
Kris will be touching base with various 
groups in our congregation, and those who 
are involved in our outreach.  If you have 
stories to share, or would like to take part in this information 
gathering, please feel free to reach out to me, Judi Hempel, or 
Kris Bechtold.  Thank you for your interest and support in the 
work of Nevadans for the Common Good. 

Blessings, 

Sandy Hughes 
(sandydhughes196@gmail.com, 702-326-7835);  

(Kris Bechtold, krisbltd@yahoo.com); 
(Judi Hempel, storygirl1808@aol.com, 702-586-1547) 

 
 

 
Wow!  December is here already!  

W.I.T.S. puts together Christmas bags for each of the 
independent living youth at Nevada Partnership for Homeless 
Youth, to insure they get a real Christmas.  This year we are 
anticipating 15 to 20 youth.   

If you are out and 
about, we need “EXTRA 
LARGE” Christmas bags 
and tissue.  They were 
purchased at Dollar Tree 
last year.  

The youth have provided us a list of their wishes; we 
work very hard to fulfill them.  Holy Spirit 
has always been very supportive of this 
project.  If you would like a copy, or if you 
have any questions, call Marcia Chapman 
(702-645-7236). 

GOD bless everyone during this holiday 
season.  Let’s open our hearts and 
pocketbooks for our homeless youth.  

Marcia Chapman 
W.I.T.S. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

If only … 

There are many of you … who think to yourselves: “If 
only I had been there! How quick I would have been to help 
the Baby! I would have washed His linen. How happy I would 
have been to go with the shepherds to see the Lord lying in the 
manger!”  

Yes, you would! You say that because you know how 
great Christ is, but if you had been there at that time, you 
would have done no better than the people of Bethlehem. … 
Why don’t you do it now? You have Christ in your neighbor. 
You ought to serve him, for what you do to your neighbor in 
need you do to the Lord Christ Himself.  

—Martin Luther 
 

A
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS  
DECEMBER 2021  

DATES December 4/5 December 11/12 December 18/10 December 25/26 

 

TIMES     

5:30pm 
Jimmy & Nancy 

McDonald 
Leslie Zak 
Scott Pratt 

Scott Pratt 
Janice Demaree 

XX 

8:30am 
JoAnn Nance 
Jill Chenicek 

Keith & Jackie 
Hopkey 

Jim & Patti  
Cassidy 

XX 

11:00am 
Allen & Jennifer 

Vaught 
Dwight & Judi 

Hempel 
Ann Taylor 

Shamika Manning 
Ann Taylor 

Shamika Manning 
      

Audio Tech 
5:30pm Darin Franklin Mark Myers Darin Franklin XX 

8:30am Michele Anderson Michele Anderson Michele Anderson XX 

      
Video Tech 8:30am Jackie Hopkey Thaddeus Nance Thaddeus Nance Loretta Block 

      

Assisting 
Minister 

5:30pm Mark Myers Don Cleveland Don Cleveland XX 

8:30am Norma Kesling Marsha Stephenson Sandy Hughes XX 

11:00am Judi Hempel Ann Taylor Mark Middleton Jennie Zweifel 
      

 

Prepare Sally Magnuson Mirium Tsui JoAnn Nance Faye Bastarache 

5:30pm Nancy McDonald Faye Bastarache Faye Bastarache XX 

8:30am JoAnn Nance Mirium Tsui JoAnn Nance XX 

11:00am Jennifer Vaughn Jane Seum Kathleen Cloutier Jane Seum 
      

      

DECEMBER 2021 LESSONS  
December 4/5 2nd Weekend of Advent Malachi 3:1-4; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6 

December 11/12 3rd Weekend of Advent Zephaniah 3:14-20; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18 

December 18/19 4th Weekend of Advent Micah 5:2-5a; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 

December 24 Christmas Eve  Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 

December 26 1st Weekend of Christmas 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

 

WORSHIP COORDINATOR: Jan Myers 702 498-1902 
 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4

9:30a Pastor Bible Study 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals Open-Air Market
11:30a Senior Meals 7p Narcotics Anon 7p Abundant Life Church 4p Pastor Bible Study
3p Scripture Unstuck 5:30p Traditional
7p Christmas Choir   Worship Service
  Rehearsal

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8:30a Contemporary 11:30a Senior Meals 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Pastor Bible Study 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 4p Pastor Bible Study
  Worship Service 6:30p Nar-Anon 9:30a WITS 11:30a Senior Meals Narcotics Anon 7p 7p Abundant Life Church 5:30p Traditional
9:45a Sunday School 11:30a Senior Meals 12p Executive   Worship Service
11a Traditional 6:30p Nar-Anon   Committee
   Worship Service 7p Handbell Choir 3p Scripture Unstuck

3p Abundant Life Church 7p Christmas Choir
  Rehearsal

2nd Sunday of Advent

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30a Contemporary 11:30a Senior Meals 9-11az Sharing with 9:30a Pastor Bible Study 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 9a Miniature Group
  Worship Service 5p Geneology Writer's   our Neighbors! 11:30a Senior Meals 7p Book Club 7p Abundant Life Church 10a Scrapbookers
9:45 Sunday School    Group (offsite) 9:30a Army of One 3p Scripture Unstuck Narcotics Anon 7p 4p Pastor Bible Study
11a Traditional 6p Geneology Group 9:30a W.I.T.S. 7p Christmas Choir 5:30p Traditional
   Worship Service (offsite) 11:30a Senior Meals   Rehearsal   Worship Service

3p Abundant Life Church 6p Nar-Anon 6:30p Nar-Anon
7p Handbell Choir

3rd Sunday of Advent

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:30a Contemporary 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals CHRISTMAS EVE
  Worship Service 6p Nar-Anon 6:30p Church Council 7p Christmas Choir Narcotics Anon 7p WORSHIP
9:45 Sunday School 6:30p Nar-Anon   Rehearsal 5p, 7p, 9
11a Traditional 7p Handbell Choir
   Worship Service JANUARY

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

4th Sunday of Advent 1st Day of Winter

26 27 28 29 30 31 1
11a Traditional 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 11:30a Senior Meals 7p Abundant Life Church
  Worship Service 6p Nar-Anon 6:30p Nar-Anon Narcotics Anon 7p

NEW YEAR'S EVE

       "That's the Spirit"

December 2021
Holy Spirit Events & Activities

 

"All the Christmas presents in the world are worth nothing without the presence of Christ."     -David Jeremiah

13
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EASY PEANUT BUTTER FUDGE 
Taste of Home 

Need a recipe for the peanut butter you obtained from the Open-Air Market? Here’s 
a simple recipe. Make it, cut in squares, place in small cupcake papers, give as gifts, 
or eat and enjoy! 

2 teaspoons butter, softened  
2 cups sugar 
1/2 cup whole milk 
1-1/3 cups peanut butter 
1 jar (7 ounces) marshmallow crème 

Line an 8-in. square pan with foil; grease with butter. In a heavy saucepan, combine sugar and milk; bring to a 
boil over medium heat, stirring constantly. Boil 3 minutes, stirring constantly. Remove from heat. Stir in peanut 
butter and marshmallow creme until blended. Immediately spread into prepared pan; cool slightly. Refrigerate 
until firm. Using foil, lift fudge out of pan. Remove foil; cut into squares. Store between layers of waxed paper in 
an airtight container.
 

 Food for the Spirit Food for the Spirit 
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